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PAGE 01 LUSAKA 02754 121028Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 NEA-10 10-14 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO 
PM-05 H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 
PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 /104W 

057023 121031Z/13 

P 12091 1Z SEP 77 
FM AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 6536 
INFO AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ALGIERS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLE PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LONDON PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY PARIS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY RABAT PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY TUNIS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY VICTORIA PRIORITY 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK PRIORITY 

UNCLAS LUSAKA 2754 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PBOR, PORG, OAU, SS, ZA 

SUBJ: ZAMBIA UNABLE TO HOST OAU SAHARA SUMMIT 

1 . IN SEPTEMBER 1 1 SPEECH IN LUSAKA, ZAMBIAN PRESIDENT KENNETH 
KAUNDA ANNOUNCED THAT, BECAUSE OF THE CURRENT SITUATION IN THE 
COUNTRY, 

ZAMBIA WILL BE UNABLE TO HOST THE EXTRAORDINARY OAU SUMMIT OF THE 
SAHARA SCHEDULED FOR NEXT MONTH. IN VIEW OF THE BLACKOUT AND 
CURFEW IN EFFECT IN LUSAKA AND OTHER ZAMBIAN CITIES AND INCREASED 
TENSIONS WITH RHODESIA, KAUNDA SAID THAT ZAMBIAN FOREIGN MINISTER 
MW ALE AND OAU SECRETARY GENERAL ETEKI HAVE BEEN ASKED TO 
EXPLAIN TO THE COUNTRIES CONCERNED WHY IT WILL BE IMPOSSIBLE 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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TO HOLD THE SPECIAL SUMMIT IN LUSAKA. 

2. KAUNDA SAID THAT HE WOULD LIKE THE COUNTRIES INVOLVED 
TO CHOOSE ANOTHER SITE BECAUSE "AT THE MOMENT WE CANNOT 
LOOK AFTER THEM 

PROPERLY IN TERMS OF SECURITY." THE PRESIDENT 

ADDED THAT SHOULD THE SITUATION IMPROVE BY JANUARY OR FEBRUARY, 
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ZAMBIA WOULD THEN BE WILLING TO HOST THE SUMMIT. 

LOW 
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